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At the hardware store where he has found 

work, in a city where he and his family have 
taken refuge, Mr. Royce was polite in assess-
ing the proposed restrictions. 

‘‘Some people are saying, let them be, let 
them stay there,’’ he said. ‘‘I wouldn’t sub-
scribe to that. There are innocent ones out 
there. This would mean there is no hope for 
them. If you screen, there are good ones 
among the bad. Everyone from Syria is not 
from ISIS. If you leave everybody, ISIS will 
take advantage of them.’’ 

Mr. Wankel was asked if his business had 
room for Syrian refugees. 

‘‘Certainly,’’ he said. ‘‘If they are coming 
through the International Rescue Committee 
or Catholic Charities, I’d do it. They have a 
tough life. If I was in Syria, I’d want to get 
the heck out.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, it is 
a story about a man named Sean 
Wankel. His family has owned a hard-
ware store on the Upper East Side of 
Manhattan since the 19th century. For 
decades, the Wankel family has been 
hiring people who came to the United 
States to escape violence and persecu-
tion—asylees and refugees. The owner 
of the store, Sean Wenkel, said: ‘‘Peo-
ple coming from really bad situations, 
trying to make a better life in Amer-
ica.’’ Wankel, of course, takes these 
refugees in to work in their store. They 
are referred to him by Catholic char-
ities and the International Rescue 
Committee. They stay for a few 
months or years as they get their bear-
ings in the new world. He has a wall 
map in the hardware store with colored 
pens marking three dozen countries 
from which these workers have come. 

The article goes on to tell the story 
of Felix Royce, who came to the United 
States a few months ago, from persecu-
tion by terrorists in Nigeria, and got a 
job in this hardware store. 

It is interesting that for decades this 
man and his family have intentionally 
brought in these refugees and asylees 
and made them part of their business 
and life, while nearby, the Governor of 
New Jersey is quaking in his boots at 
the thought of a refugee coming into 
the State of New Jersey. What a con-
trast. 

The gentleman at the hardware store 
said that it is not clear if the Repub-
lican Governor of New Jersey even un-
derstands who these people are. 

I will quote Mr. Royce from Nigeria 
again: 

Some people are saying, let them be, let 
them stay there. I wouldn’t subscribe to 
that. There are innocent ones out there. This 
would mean there is no hope for them. If you 
screen, there are good ones among the bad. 
Everyone from Syria is not from ISIS. If you 
leave everybody, ISIS will take advantage of 
them. 

It is hard for me to imagine some of 
the things that have been said recently 
by some of the Presidential candidates 
on the other side. It isn’t just a matter 
of turning away Syrian refugees even 
with the clearance practices we have, 
but some have gone to even more ex-
treme statements, saying that we 
should never allow people of the Mus-
lim religion to come to the United 
States or that they should somehow be 

identified in this country. If you are a 
student of history, you will know that 
kind of paranoia and that kind of prej-
udice has exhibited itself many times 
in our history. We look back on it now 
not with pride but with sadness to 
think that we reached the point where 
we treated people that way. 

In May of 1939, when a shipload of 
Jews were trying to escape the Nazis in 
Germany—900 of them on the SS St. 
Louis—and came to Miami, they were 
turned away. They went back to Eu-
rope. Two-hundred of those Jews per-
ished in the Holocaust because they 
were turned away from the United 
States of America. And when Senator 
Robert Wagner of New York suggested 
that we allow 10,000 Jewish children to 
come to the United States to escape 
the Nazis, that was defeated in this 
Congress. There were Japanese intern-
ment camps and other situations just 
like that—sad, fearful things that were 
done that we look back on now and 
say: We can’t repeat those mistakes. 
But the language that is coming out of 
many today is an echo of the past deci-
sions—decisions we look back on now 
and say never again. Sadly, they are 
being suggested even today. 

Our first obligation is to keep Amer-
ica safe, and if we are going to do that, 
let’s look to things that truly do keep 
us safe. Let’s say that if you are on the 
terrorist watch list in the United 
States of America, you cannot legally 
purchase guns or explosives. That is 
not a radical idea; that is something 
we need to do to change the law. In-
stead of focusing on 70,000 refugees who 
go through 2 years of background 
checks before they come here, let’s 
focus on the 20 million who visit the 
United States without visas each year 
from Europe and 38 countries around 
the world and make sure they have 
been carefully checked before they 
come to the United States. 

There are things we can do to keep 
America safe, but denying access to 
refugees who are suffering now with 
their children in the hopes of finding a 
safe place is not American. It is not 
who we are. It is not who we should be. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO MACKENZIE BAKER 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Mackenzie Baker, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Mackenzie is a graduate of Augusta 
Preparatory Day School in Augusta, 
GA. Currently, Mackenzie is attending 
American University, where she is a 
business and entertainment major. 
Mackenzie is a dedicated worker who 
has been committed to getting the 
most out of her experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Mackenzie Baker for all 
of the fine work she has done and wish 

her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROLINE CRINION 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Caroline Crinion, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Caroline is a graduate of Brookings 
High School in Brookings, SD. Cur-
rently, Caroline is attending George-
town University, where she is majoring 
in international political economy. 
Caroline is a dedicated worker who has 
been committed to getting the most 
out of her experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Caroline Crinion for all of 
the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SETH GERBERDING 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Seth Gerberding, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Seth is a graduate of Sturgis Brown 
High School in Sturgis, SD. Seth is 
planning on attending college next fall 
and majoring in math or political 
science. Seth is a dedicated worker who 
has been committed to getting the 
most out of his experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Seth Gerberding for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY WRIGHT 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Mary Wright, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Mary is a graduate of Walt Whitman 
High School in Bethesda, MD. Cur-
rently, Mary is attending the Univer-
sity of Maryland, where she is major-
ing in communications. Mary is a dedi-
cated worker who has been committed 
to getting the most out of her experi-
ence. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Mary Wright for all of the 
fine work she has done and wish her 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
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